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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This Application has been examined. The claims 1 and 7-17 are pending. The 
examination results are as following. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1 and 7-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Nashida et 
al. (US 2003/0020693). 

As to claims 1, Nashida et al. discloses in figs 2-3, a remote control system (100) 
comprising: a remote control operating unit (10) having an input device (2012) for inputting 
connection information between information processing equipment (1002) and information 
reproduction equipment (1006) connected to the information processing equipment, a storage 
device (1008) for storing the connection information and an output device for outputting the 
connection information; and a control unit (1010) having a recognition device for recognizing 
the connection between the information processing equipment and the information reproduction 
equipment connected to the information processing equipment, based on the connection 
information output from the remote control operating unit, wherein the control unit (1010) 
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controls the information processing equipment and the information reproduction equipment , 
based on a control signal output from the remote control operating unit, corresponding to the 
connection between the information processing equipment and the information reproduction 
equipment connected to the information processing equipment recognized by the recognition 
device. 

As to claims 7-8, 12-13 and 15, Nashida et al. discloses further, wherein the information 
processing equipment has a detection device (power) for detecting the presence of the 
information reproduction equipment connected to the information processing equipment, and the 
detection results is power information of the information reproduction equipment (see 0050). 

As to claim 9, Nashida et al. discloses a remote control operating unit (10), which 
controls the operation of information processing equipment and information reproduction 
equipment connected to the information processing equipment as discussed above, comprising: 
an input device (2012) used for inputting connection information between the information 
processing equipment and the information between the information processing equipment and 
the information reproduction equipment (1006); a storage device (memory 1008) for storing the 
connection information; and a display device for displaying designation information (figs. 1) 
indicating the information reproduction equipment, based on the connection information stored 
in the storage device; a selection device (used by pen 1020) for selecting designation 
information; a searching device for searching the connection information corresponding to the 
selected designation information from the storage device; and an output device for outputting the 
connection information specified by the searching device (see 0061). 

As to claims 10-11, claims 10-11 are similar claim 9 and discussed. 
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As to claims 14,16 and 17,Nashida et al. discloses in fig. l,a control unit (10) according 
to claim 11, wherein the control device (1010) controls the information processing equipment 
and the information reproduction equipment, and judges whether to output a signal of the 
information reproduction equipment to the other information reproduction equipment, or to 
output a signal transmitted from the information processing equipment to the other information 
reproduction equipment, based on a control signal output from the remote control operating unit, 
corresponding to the connection between the information processing equipment and the 
information reproduction equipment connected to the information processing equipment 
recognized by the recognition device. 

Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kimnhung Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272-7698. 
The examiner can normally be reached on MON-FRI, FROM 8:30 AM-5:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Hjerpe can be reached on (571) 272-7691. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kimnhung Nguyen 
Patent Examiner 
March 17, 2007 




